our style of operations is demanded by the consideration of Mel bourne.
ence to make sure that a prophetic voice concerning these inter national problems be heard inside the United States.
Third, I think we need to reconsider once again our solidarity with the poor and the priority of the poor in terms of our world wide missionary involvement. There are several tens of thousands of American missionaries working in different parts of the earth.
What is their lifestyle? It would be very interesting to know where they are working, to see how many of them really are serving the poor of the earth and how"many of them are really in cross-cul tural, cross-religious situations. How much of our missionary endeavor is put at the service of the outcasts of the earth or, on the contrary, are we just getting the credit of their existence in our missionary promotion?
There is another dimension that comes from Melbourne, the dimension of common witness. In the early years of the missionary enterprise, it was possible to have comity agreements that put some order into our missionary expansion. Today an almost total chaos prevails. The' impression is given that fifty different versions of the gospel are . being sent from North· America all over the world, to the dismay of the local national churches and to the amusement of the secular or religious societies that observe this garbeled witness. If we are really concerned with the mission of the church, we must be concerned with the unity of the church.
That comes from the prayer of our Lord-a prayer that we have not yet answered after twenty centuries because that answer de pends on us.
Christian Conversion in Rwanda: The Motivations Interviews, with the use of questionnaires, have been em ployed as one means of tapping these oral sources. A prospective informant is asked to answer specific questions. In many cases the informant will be one of the first-that is, oldest-Christians in ' the region, a person considered by the members of his or her so ciety to be an authority in oral history. The weakness of this method is that the informant may be confronted with questions that do not relate to his or her own information structure and will therefore be misunderstood. A conscientious interviewer will, of course, try to formulate the questions in ways relevant to the thought process of the informant, but that requires some training. 
cially. More open than their elders to modern things for modern times, they willingly followed the example of their peers.
Thus the response to the proclamation of the gospel in Rwan da was facilitated by the ability of early missionaries to be helpers of the helpless.17 Offering such help was a concrete example of obedience to a thoroughly biblical injunction, and it is not ours to judge the sincerity of those whose conversion to Christian faith began in response to it. 
